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Short Mobility Programme: “Touring the Rhine: Travel Writing, the History of Place, and the Romantic Imagination”

Follow-up Report 

The short mobility programme, “Touring the Rhine: Travel Writing, the History of Place, and the Romantic Imagination”, hosted at JGU Mainz and organised by Dr. Roslyn Joy Irving with the support of the department of English Literature and Culture (ELC) took place between 21st and 25th of May 2026. Visiting students arrived in the morning of Thursday 21st, and the event began in the afternoon with a meet and greet, followed by a talk on the history of Mainz. The aims of the first day were modest but fully accomplished. First, to give the students a sense of Mainz as a city and where they might be interested in visiting based on its history. And second, to encourage networking between visiting students and students based at JGU Mainz. The talk given by Dr. Patrick Gill explored sites of interest in Mainz from Roman antiquities, through to the history of the printing press, to its wine making culture, governmental buildings, the relationship between Mainz and France, and Jewish history in the city.  This was followed by a tour of the city led by MA student Feride Ertural, from the university into the old town. In this way the first day fully embraces the learning outcomes promised by the mobility, namely, to explore a shared European history and foster collaboration. I would like to take this opportunity to thank colleagues within ELC, as well as students, including Alina Schulze-Nichtering, Hatice Mutluel and Ilkay Ayilmaz for acting as points of contact for visiting students and helping with event logistics. 


The second day promised to deliver on historical and literary learning outcomes with a museum trip in the morning and series of lectures in the afternoon. I would like to thank the Landesmuseum Mainz for their generosity in allowing the group to visit the museum at no cost. The museum houses collections related to the Rhein-Main region, as well as an impressive array of art and design artifacts from various periods, including the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries which were of particular interest given the focus on Romanticism across the mobility. The afternoon lectures began with Dr. Amy Wilcockson’s talk on British Romantics in Germany. Dr. Wilcockson, who is based at Queen Mary University London, brought crucial expertise to the event on Thomas Campbell and Mary and Percy Bysshe Shelley. Her visit was partially sponsored by the ELC department, as well as FORTHEM funding. This was followed by Dr. Roslyn Joy Irving’s talk on Ann Radcliffe’s A Journey Made in the Summer of 1794 (1795), the literature that inspired this event. The closing lecture of the day was delivered by Junior Prof. Dr. James Dowthwaite whose talk on river poetry connected discussions on travel writing and Romanticism to the works of much later writers such as Auden. These talks gave students insight into travel writing, Rhine Romanticism and how they might undertake their own journalling and poetry writing in subsequent days. 


Over the weekend the group undertook a series of off-site visits to Sankt Goar and Bingen, which the group travelled to by train. Much of the FORTHEM grant was directed to train tickets for those visiting students, reducing any costs incurred during the mobility. By visiting sites on the Rhine, sites that the students had read about prior to visiting Mainz, travel writing came alive in new ways, and these visits served as sources both of reinforcing existing learning from the lectures, as well as inspiration for the students to produce their own travel writings. At Sankt Goar, for example, the students enjoyed panoramic views of the Rhine, had the freedom to undertake hikes, and visit local sites of interest such as Castle Rheinfels, while standing literally and metaphorically in the footsteps of Romantics. While on the grounds of the castle and overlooking the Rhine, Dr. Irving gave a brief talk on the ways in which Radcliffe imagined the movement of the river between and under the valley itself.


The trip to Bingen included a walking tour which was led by the Chair of ELC pre-1800, Prof. Dr. Anja Müller-Wood. I would like to thank Prof. Müller-Wood for her enthusiastic support of the event, including financial support from her departmental fund to allow not only Dr. Wilcockson’s visit, but also to facilitate greater internationalisation by supporting some UK-based PhD and MA students at partner universities to join the event. Prof. Müller-Wood’s talk addressed familiar legends of the Rhine, such as that of Bishop Hatto, and reflections on the Mäuseturm, a once-ruined tolling station, that was subsequently restored in the nineteenth century. Walking through Bingen and along the river gave students a clearer impression if the Rhine valley from below rather than above, but also a sense of the Rhine as a working river, filled with cargo-loaded barges and adjacent to the train line. All of this provided further material for their own travel journals. The mobility benefited from a number of warm and sunny days, which meant all of the tours could go ahead without any disturbances caused by inclement weather.


On the final day of the mobility, we returned to the university for a further two workshops. The first was delivered by resident Fullbright Fellow and working poet, Dr. Dewey Fox. Dr. Fox took the students through a creative writing workshop that connected contemporary American place-based poetry with that of Hölderlin and the German Romantics. The second was a short follow up talk by Dr. Irving in which the students were given create writing prompts to inspire their own travel writing. During university-based activities, refreshments such as coffee and biscuits were provided using the FORTHEM grant. The students worked individually or in collaboration with new friends to produce their creative works in response to their experiences on the mobility programme. These were presented in the afternoon and took the form of illustrations, poetry and prose. After completing the FORTHEM survey and taking a group photo, the event came to a close. Thank you to the FORTHEM alliance for supporting this event.
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